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Glenn took great pride in providing educational talks to schoals, youth
groups, civic groups, and senior citizens groups,

ship on numerous regional com

His involvement in i".l'l".l-'l ng emerakd

s hing led to him serving as president

of the Eastern Federation ol
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and Lapidary Societies (EEMLS). Dur ing the

heyday of his collecting and digging, Glenn

ook a major role in systemizing the gem and
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Glenn and Kathleen began their collecting
carcer in the 1970s with trips to the Rist
mine and the Adams farm, near Hiddenite,

Morth Carolina. Glenn grew up on a farm

and was known for his lenacious nature

curmsity, and stick-to-it-iveness, The sear

for emeéralds and successes of several searc
ers resulted in a "Hiddenite Hysteria, simailar
to the California gold rush. Searchers had to

maintain their claims by work i the pits

cach day ("The Quest for Green Bolts: Part

. Lap

ry Jo [, May 1982
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on Steven, and |'|-.':|-.|-- Fenneth and Patricia

Arnold, worked through heat, rain, cold, and
the aftermath of a hurricane to search tor the

ive emeralds. For the next 19 comsecutive

elu
davs. and then intermttently, the Bolicks found
emeralds in their claim. Ower 3,500 carats of
emeralds, all from the Adams farm, collected
in one yvear by one intrepid gem hunter set the
tone for his future work with emeralds,
Through the ensuing years, Glenn col
lected many specimens of amethyst, rutile
tourmaline, quartz, limonite, agates, geodes,
and other gems and minerals, Later in life,
he developed an interest in fossils and
collected noteworthy specimens from the

Aurora area of North Carolina
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Glenn was able to acquire additional |
denite emeralds. During subsequent years,
these emeralds were fashioned into exquisite
jewelry and faceted samples that found their
way to the Smithsomans National Museum
of MNatural History, the Houston Museum

_|| SCIENCes, .'.;|\| other locations
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Glenn's most prolific emerald collecting site was the Adams farm, from

which he collected over 3,500 carats of gema.

throughout the United States. The Bolicks
chose Arthur T, Grant,a master faceter who is
now deceased, 1o cut the best emeralds. Paul
Desautels, Curator of Gems and Minerals at
the Smithsonian, became a B od (riend and

proy ided Bolick with astute guidance on how

Lo st :!;"\.'L'll'\-p the stones
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¢, ane stone cut by Grant was the
largest fine emerald m the nation (“We Mined
for Emeralds” Lapidary Journal, May 1982).
One stone was acclaimed as magnificent and
given Kathleen's middle name, Marie. In keep-
ing with the quality of the stone, Desautels
encouraged Martha Ann Gilchrist, of Dallas,
lexas, to create a unique piece for the Bol
icks. The resulting 18k gold necklace, named
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“Spring Marie” incduded the 2,685 carat"Marie

emerald’ set in 24k -_gu'_.i with 2.5« Arats |'-.|,:.|i'.

monds set in platinum. This piece of jewelry,

and other stones Glenn found, served as one
of the teature exhibits at the 1982 Tucson Gem
and Mineral Show” and appeared on the cover
of a major gem-culling magazine

According to Shelly Sargent, curator of the

‘Somewhere in the Rainbow Gem and Min-
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perfect specimens.

sollection; based in Scottsdale, Arizona,
the pece 15 now housed in the private educa
tional jewelry collection. Most recently, the
laved at the Tellus Museum in

PMece 'was dis

Cartersville, Georgia, a Smithsonian Afhliate
Museumn, and it will be moved to the Univer
sity of Arizona in early 2017,

Amber Bolick, Glenn’s granddaughter, has

said that pieces of the Bolick collection are
housed at the Houston Museum, the Smith-

sonian, several museums in North Carolina,

imch i the I’ihlx_'plh Astronomical Research
Instituteand Grandtather Mountain,and other
MNorth American museums. Other collections
of agates, fossils, etc, have also been donated to
schools and museums,

In later life, Glenn spent hundreds of hours

creating gem and mineral displays for schools

throughout North Carolina, He also took great
pride in providing educational talks to schools,
vouth groups, civic groups, and senior citizens
groups. e Baxter Leonards thoughts reflect

e general feeling of the gem and mineral

community. He said, "Glenn Bolick represents

all that is good in a person. He was kind,

Glenn was an avid rockhound who enjoyed the challenge of finding

generous, selfless, of highest integrity, fun to be
with, and a worker who strived for perfection
no matter what the task was. True, he was an
avid rockhound who enjoyed the challenge
of finding perfect specimens, but much more
than that was his love of family and friends,
and sharing his experience, knowledge, and
skills with those around him."

Many will miss his wry sense of humor
and his ability to tell a story about collecting
that would have everyone smiling. Glenn
is missed by his widow, Kathleen; his son
Steven: his daughter [anice; the mother of
his grandchildren, Vera Solomon Bolick; and
his granddaughters Amber and Crystal; and
a number of great and great-great grand-
children. We will greatly miss Glenn, but we
know he has joined his deceased emerald-
collecting buddies where they are sharing

humorous gem-hunting tales,

DOr. Warren Hollar i5 & member of the Catawba
Valley Gem & Mineral Club, metired school ad-
rmimstraton, and refired cliimcian at the Linversity
of North Caroling at Gharlotte.




