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President’s MessagePresident’s MessagePresident’s MessagePresident’s Message    
Norma Ridenhour, Club President 

Happy Fall! 

 The most important item 
on our agenda at the October 
meeting is to identify a student 
and a postgraduate/professor to 
receive a scholarship from the 
Eastern Federation which will be 
presented at the banquet in 
March.  Please give considerable thought to who you 
might nominate.  We will also have elections for a 

new president for CVGMC in 
November.  The nominees will 
be presented at the October 
meeting. 

Norma 
 

Catawba ValleyCatawba ValleyCatawba ValleyCatawba Valley 
Gem and Mineral Club, Inc.Gem and Mineral Club, Inc.Gem and Mineral Club, Inc.Gem and Mineral Club, Inc.    

Minutes for September 9, 2014 
 The September 9, 2014 meeting of the 
CVGMC was called to order by President Norma 
Ridenhour at 7:00 PM.  There were 39 members and 
visitors present.  
 A motion was made by Rick Glover and 
seconded by Harry Polly to accept the August 12, 
2014 minutes with the corrections.   George Brown, 
not George Max on the membership cards. 
“Somewhere in the Rainbow”, only part of the 
collection will be shown and Glen Bolick bought the 
emerald.  Motion was passed by the Club.   
 
Treasurer Report:  Bank balance was reported.   
Field Trip Report: Reel Mine will be in September. 
Education Committee:  Adult Life on Springs Rd. 
would like a presentation in the future. 
Show Committee:    

- Banquet at the 2015 Show is the Club 
banquet.  Larry Huffman recommended 
Lowell Presnell, the author of “Mines, 
Miners, and Minerals of Western North 
Carolina”, to be the speaker.  Motion was 
made by Rick Glover and seconded by 
Richard Aultman, for Larry Huffman to 
contact Mr. Presnell. Motion was passed by 
the Club.   

- The school program will be improved. 

Old Business:  

- George Brown – membership card samples 
were sent around. 

- Dean Russell. – name tag design was shown 
and he asked for any other suggestions. 

- Joan Glover talked about the new projector 
and screen options. 

New Business:   
- George Max, Wayne Bowman., and Glen 

Bolick are working on three new cases for the 
schools. 

- Need candidate(s) for Club President. 
- Rick Glover suggested a point of contact for 

the Show on the Club website.  
- Terry Russell suggested a Show Committee 

meeting separate from the Club meeting. 
Closing of Business:  The meeting was adjourned at 
7:40 PM. 
Program:  

- Larry Huffman did a review of his trip to Mt. 
Pleasant in Pennsylvania. 

- Joan Glover showed pictures from the 
Kentucky geode trip. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Dean Russell, Secretary 

 

OctoberOctoberOctoberOctober    ProgramProgramProgramProgram 
Rick Glover,  

Program Director 
Glenn Bolick, Wayne 
Bowman and George Max 
will present the program 
on mineral display case 
construction. 
 Every year we 

donate a mineral display case with minerals to 
an area school so the case must be designed, 
constructed, and then lights, locks, and the 
interior covered with fabric before the minerals 
can be placed with identification labels. 
 In addition to this work we need to 
inspect and clean and recover the interiors of 
some of our older cases. We will demonstrate 
how this work is done. 
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Field Trip NewsField Trip NewsField Trip NewsField Trip News    
Harry Polly,    Field Trip Coordinator    

  The October field trip will be 
to the Reel mine for amethyst.  We 
have reserved Friday, Saturday, and 
Sunday.  You may go all three days 
or whatever fits your schedule.  We 

will meet at the mine site each day.  Camping is permitted, 
port-a-john on site.  Dig fee is $25.00 per day.  Digging 
tools, scratching tools, hammers, chisels are the norm 
here.  Bring your food, drinks, and raingear.  If anyone 
needs direction, call me at 828-244-6651. 

 Harry 
    

    
2015 C2015 C2015 C2015 Coooonvennvennvennventiotiotiotion n n n NNNNewsewsewsews    

 By Larry Huffman,  
Catawba Valley  

Gem & Mineral Club Liaison 

 
Looking for Amethyst??? – Dig Here!  
 Although the 2015 EFMLS Convention to be held 
in Hickory, NC is still several months away, we want you 
to start planning your schedule of activities now!  
 The Convention itself will be the weekend of 
March 27 - 29, 2015 at the Hickory Metro Convention 
Center. The host hotel will be right next door.  
 On Friday March 27 the Catawba Valley Gem and 
Mineral Club will be hosting a field trip to the Reel Am-
ethyst mine in Iron City, Lincoln Co, NC. The location is 
about a 35 minute drive from the convention hotel.  
 Specimen types usually found here include 
amethyst, beryl, ionized quartz, smoky quartz, and as-
sociated gems and minerals. This mine has been 
intermittently opened and closed for many years. The cur-
rent owner, Mr. Frances Sutphin has reached an 
agreement with the county on how field trips will be 
scheduled and conducted. The weekend of March 27 to 
March 29 has been set aside for the Catawba Valley Gem 
& Mineral Club (CVGMC) and EFMLS.  
 The cost for each person digging is $25, but 
children under 13 are free when accompanied by a paying 
adult. All attendees must be current members of an 
EFMLS or SFMS club having federation liability 
insurance, MAGA, Boy Scouts or any other club that can 
show proof of liability insurance.  
Hand digging tools (shovels, spades, picks, post holes 
diggers, forks, rakes, and other similar hand digging 
utensils and equipment are to be used. No backhoe, ditch 
digger, or motorized digging or drilling equipment will be 
allowed.  

 CVGMC field trip advisor, Harry Polly will meet 
all who wish to go on the field trip at 8 am in front of the 
convention hotel. We will return in time to attend the 
“Cracker Barrel” at 5:30 pm. Be sure to watch for the 
registration form to sign up for the field trip. For 
additional info about the field trip, please contact Harry at 
pollysrock@yahoo.com. 

EFMLS News -- October, 2014 
 

EQUIPMENT FOR SALEEQUIPMENT FOR SALEEQUIPMENT FOR SALEEQUIPMENT FOR SALE    
Harry Polly 

    One of our old time members has had to enter a 
rest home.  His daughter is putting his equipment up for 
sale.  Included in the sale are the following: 
 Raytech 10" rock saw with automatic feed.  This 
is a table top saw and is in very good condition.  Cutting 
material included are unakite, agate, and extremely nice 
mahogany obsidian.  $500.00 
 Lortone cabbing machine.  This machine has a 
grinding wheel on the left and a expandable drum on the 
right with a polishing pad on the end.  Good 
condition.  Comes with 40 pounds of cabbing rough, plus 
extra polishing pads, and polishing compounds.  $500.00 
 Graves Mark IV faceting machine in extremely 
nice condition.  Has seen very little use.  Comes complete 
and ready to use with all laps, dops, and transfer 
jig.  Some of the laps have never been used.  Some have 
seen very little use. Comes with almost three pounds of 
topaz, plus about 1 1/2 pounds of other facet material 
including rose, smoky, clear quartz, garnet, and Mexican 
opal.  A steal at $1500.00 
 Herkimer Diamonds in matrix.  This lot covers 
three square feet.  One Herkimer alone is over an 
inch.  $250.00 for the lot. 
 E-mail me for pictures at pollysrock@yahoo.com. 

Harry Polly, 828-728-9553 (home), 828-244-6651 (cell) 
 

Terry LedfordTerry LedfordTerry LedfordTerry Ledford    
 As many of you already 
know, Terry Ledford was killed 
in a mining accident September 
17, 2014 in Hiddenite, NC.  He 
was digging in a trench and it 
collapsed on him, burying him 
under four feet of dirt.  Our 
condolences go to his 

family.  Terry was a longtime friend of the 
rockhounding community and also to our club.  He 
had been a dealer at our club show for several years, 
bringing minerals from Hiddenite and Jacksons 
Crossroads.   
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Further Information: 
NCfossilclub@gmail.com 
 
Online Orders: 
www.ncfossilclub.org/node/8 
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Mini Miner Monthly—September, 2014 

 

 

© Darryl Powell  
www.diamonddanpublications.net

Good Day,  
Mineral Enthusiasts, 
  
It's time for the "We're 
heading for the 
holidays" special.   
Knowing that it takes 
time to make plans for 
the holiday season 
events, the following is 
announced now so you 
will have time to talk 
about this special offer: 
 
For every order of our 
newest book, Diamond 
Dan's Mineralogical 

Dictionary for 

Mineral Collectors, 
you will receive at no 
extra charge an equal 
number of The World 

of Minerals activity 
book AND an equal 
number of our ever-
popular mineral 

placemats.   

 
Picture setting the 
tables for your annual 
holiday celebration 
with a mineral 
placemat, a mineral 
activity book about 
California's great 
mineral treasures and 
sending them home 
with a holiday gift of 
their own mineralogical 

dictionary. 
 

 ALL FOR 
$2/SET!!!!!!  

(plus shipping). 
 

Best wishes to you all.  
Sincerely, Darryl 

 
 

Diamond Dan Publications 
278 Howland Avenue 

Rochester, New York  14620 
585.278.3047 
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